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Introductory Script

The Expedition Begins

Professor Phineas T. Blizzard enters.

At last! Here we are in the great polar regions. | can’t wait to begin
my research!

Susan enters, shivering.

Brrr! | don’t know how you can be so excited, Professor Blizzard.
This place is freezing.

It's not that cold.

Not that cold?! How can you say that? | can’t even use any of my
makeup; it’s completely frozen. My lipstick is now a lipsticle.

Oh, what do you need lipstick for in the Arctic, anyway? We’re here
in the interest of science! To study the environment, to experience
the wildlife! Isn’t it exciting?

It is exciting to be around God’s great creation. But | can’t feel my
toes, it’s so cold!

Tell me, are the other assistants here yet?

They should be here any minute. They’re due to arrive on the next
dogsled.

The sound of dogs barking. The dogs are offstage, so the audience does not see

Professor:

them.

Ah! Sounds like that may be them now.

Becky and Michael enter. Michael is carrying a snowboard.

Becky:
Michael:

Professor:

Becky:

That was exciting! I've never traveled by dogsled before.
It was totally extreme, dude!

Welcome, welcome! We are so glad you are here. Are you the two
youngsters who signed up to be assistants on my polar expedition?

Are you Professor Phineas T. Blizzard?
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The one and only.

(runs up to shake his hand) Oh, Professor, it’s such an honor to
meet you. I'm Becky and I've read all of your research. Your book
about the antler size of the Norwegian moose is the best book I've
ever read.

Why, thank you.

When is the movie version coming out?
Movie version?

(to Michael) And you must be Michael.

That’s me. Hey, Professor dude, is there some place | can keep my
gear?

| am sure we can find a place, but you really didn’t need to bring
anything. We have all sorts of state-of-the-art scientific equipment to
study every aspect of the vast Arctic tundra.

No, science dude, not that sorta gear. | mean my board!
Board?

My snowboard!

Oh my.

Isn’t this the polar extreme snowboard expedition?

Uh, no. This is the polar extreme science expedition.
Oh no. You mean | got on the wrong dogsled?

There isn’t another dogsled out of these parts until the end of the
week.

Looks like you’ll have to stay here with us.
So what do you guys do around here?

We’'ll be studying the vast and diverse wildlife of the frozen tundra.
We’'ll watch the animals and study their behavior. Doesn’t that sound
exciting?

(sarcastically) Uh, yeah, exciting.
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Popsicle the penguin enters. He stands behind Professor Blizzard.
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Come on. You're going to love watching the wildlife.
Well, | already see a penguin.

A penguin! That’s impossible. Penguins live only in the south polar
regions. We are in the north regions.

He’s right.

(turns briefly to acknowledge Popsicle but doesn’t quite realize he’s
a penguin yet) See, the penguin says I'm right. Wait . . . a penguin!

Hi, everybody. I'm Popsicle.

You're a penguin?

That’s right.

But penguins don't live in the north.

You're right. But ’'m on vacation.

Wow, my family went on vacation to Florida.

Huh, no way. Way too hot! This is just perfect for me. Mind if | ob-
serve some of your research?

I'm sure the professor wouldn’t mind. We can use all the help we
can get!

Well, team, we’ve got lots of work to do. Who wants to try to spot
some caribou?

| do! | do!
Becky, Susan, Popsicle, and the professor hurry off.

Oh man.

Michael slowly follows the others.
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